Pupil Participation and the PSE Curriculum

The curriculum in Wales reflects the Welsh Assembly Government’s seven core aims for children and young people, and its commitment to the UNCRC.  A key aim of the PSE Framework for 7 to 19 year olds in Wales (2008) is to:
· empower learners to participate in their schools and communities as active responsible citizens locally, nationally and globally
Opportunities to raise awareness of pupils’ right to have their voice heard and to participate in decision-making are specifically provided through the Active Citizenship theme of the PSE Framework.

The key issue is one of active pupil participation.  Examples of good practice include
· Circle Time 
· opportunities for discussion and debate across the curriculum 
· pupils being consulted about their curriculum choices

· pupils providing feedback on their learning experiences

· pupils contributing to policy development e.g. anti-bullying 
· involvement in single issue action groups e.g. Eco-committee
· opportunities to take responsibility e.g. peer support schemes

All pupils should be provided with planned opportunities to voice their views and contribute to school decision-making processes. Involvement in the school council provides a real opportunity for pupils to develop their communication and thinking skills, and experience active citizenship in a relevant and meaningful way within the school community. 
