PHILOSOPHY FOR  CHILDREN

Philosophy for Children (P4C) is a classroom method which helps to improve pupils’ critical thinking skills and their ability to work co-operatively. It fosters an atmosphere of open, creative discussion among pupils of all ages, and its success has been noted in many school inspection reports and academic studies.
P4C was originally devised as a programme for 6-16 year olds by Professor Matthew Lipman in the United States. P4C is now used in a variety of forms throughout the world. In the UK, SAPERE is perhaps the organisation best known for promoting the method. It co-ordinates a three-level professional training programme to maintain high standards.

*****
P4C in Schools

P4C has been used in a number of schools in Wales with great success. Some examples include Manorbier VC Primary School in Pembrokeshire, Edwardsville in Treharris (Merthyr) and Bryn Celynnog Comprehensive School who deliver their entire PSE curriculum using the method.

P4C is also an integral part of the Pre-Vent Project based in Blaenor Gwent (but encompassing 5 counties) to increase pupil engagement and motivation.

Outside of Wales, two notable of exemplars of schools that use the P4C method are Gallions Primary School in London (who have many EAL pupils) and Kingsbrook School (a secondary school near Milton Keynes, who adopted the P4C method in their English Department a part of the Northamptonshire Raising Standards Project).

EVIDENCE OF EFFECTIVENESS OF P4C

· Clackmannanshire Research Project (pupils across the board had CAT scores raised by an average of 6.5 points against a control group of pupils. The project also commented on numerous other benefits of P4C, both pastoral and academic and its positive impact on levels of pupil participation in class discussion).

Please see  www.sapere.org.uk for more detailed information studies and evaluation reports relating to P4C.

