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SCHOOL COUNCILS REGULATIONS (2005)

A SYNOPSIS

The regulations for the setting up of school councils came into effect on 31 December 2005.   In summary the regulations require schools to take the following action:

· Set up school councils in all primary (excluding infant and nursery), special and secondary schools.

· Ensure that the first meeting of the school council is held no later than 1 November 2006 in accordance with the requirements of the regulations. 

· Ensure there are six meetings a year of the school council which ideally should be evenly spread so that a meeting is held at least once every half term.

· Ensure that members of school councils are only registered pupils of the school, although the regulations allow a single school council to be set up to cover all schools on a single site if the governing bodies so wish.

· Ensure that arrangements are in place so that all pupils in the school (apart from infant pupils in primary schools) select members for the school council through a secret ballot.  

· Put arrangements in place to ensure that all year groups (apart from infant year groups in primary schools) can be represented on the school council, although, the requirements relating to year group representation do not have to apply to special schools.  

· Ensure that pupils in Special Needs Resource Bases in mainstream schools can have their own representatives on the school council.

· In secondary schools, the school council can nominate 2 of their members from years 10-13 inclusive to be Associate Pupil Governors on the school governing body.  The school must put arrangements in place that where such nominations are made by the school council,  the school governing body must accept the nominations.  The Associate Pupil Governors will not have voting rights on the governing body and cannot take part in consideration of matters relating to staff appointments, pay, and staff and pupil discipline. 

· Where the school council communicates a matter to the headteacher and/or governing body, the headteacher and governing body must ensure that they consider the matter and provide a response to the school council.

· Ensure that all school councils meetings are supervised by an adult.

The Assembly Government will be issuing guidance to help governing bodies, school staff and pupils set up and run effective school councils in the next couple of months.  The guidance is not the same as the regulations.  The regulations set out the things schools must do in relation to school councils by law.  The guidance will explain the regulations in more detail and will provide advice on others matters such as:

· The role of a school council.

· The size of school councils.  (Schools with no more than 30 pupils on roll will be permitted to establish school councils with all pupils as members if they wish).

· The length and timing of school council meetings.

· Arrangements for the election of school council members and the nomination of Associate Pupil Governors.

· Membership of schools councils in co-educational schools should be mixed in gender to broadly reflect the proportions of boys and girls in the school, although this will not apply to special schools. 

· Setting of agendas. 

· Ground rules, including the issues that school councils should not consider or discuss – these will relate to issues concerning individual pupils and staff members.

· How the school council will operate, including the role of adults, the council’s relationship with the headteacher and governing body, and general good practice for adult involvement.

· Ways of ensuring that all pupils are involved with their school council (not just the elected members) including the election of council members, reports from council meetings, and publicising the work of the council.

· Giving the school council a budget.

· Good practice examples drawn from existing, functioning school councils.
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