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Introduction.

What do Lliam, Josh, Leah and Rachel have in common? The answer lies in their learning. They are all students studying in Bridgend County Borough who have been able to access learning opportunities relevant to their needs. In each case this has led to a very positive impact on their progress and development as individuals and has potentially set them up for a bright future ahead.  

This document is how the learner entitlement has been implemented. What dopes a learner entitlement mean? Put simply it means that 14 – 19 learners are entitled to high quality, flexible and relevant learning opportunities from a wide range of options that are open to all.  The key question is - Is this entitlement being met in Bridgend?

To help answer this, the pages that follow include case studies showing how new pathways and opportunities, giving increasingly wider choice and flexibility, are impacting positively on the lives of young people in the County. 

The Welsh Assembly Government has identified five broad areas of study known as Domains which are in turn made up of a number of different option choices known as Learning Pathways. This is reflected in the Option Menu offered in Bridgend, providing for the varied learning needs of young people in the County today. This is the theory but how is it working out in practice?

The examples contained in this document are evidence of schools working with neighbouring schools and schools working in partnership with their local College to benefit the learning of students like Lliam, Josh, Leah and Rachel. These four young people are joined by ten others, to provide a set of fourteen case studies about different students, following different pathways, all studying in Bridgend today.  

This booklet contains their stories and through their experiences we are reminded of their central importance to the 14 – 19 agenda and to its implementation in Bridgend. The principle of putting the needs of learners first and ensuring that their needs override the needs of institutions is a fundamental principle to which all learning and training organisations in the area subscribe. These case studies show how we are working effectively together to put this principle into practice to further improve learning opportunities and outcomes for all.

I hope that you enjoy reading the document

A copy of the Bridgend Learning Entitlement Statement, December 2007, provided in two formats, one for professionals and another for learners is available from Mrs Kath Durbin, the Post 14 Education and Training Development Officer and 14 – 19 Network Officer for Bridgend County Borough Council. 

Contact by telephone on 01656 642697 or by e-mail on Kathryn.Durbin@bridgend.gov.uk
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	Languages, literature and culture
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	10.
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	11.
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	11.2
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	14.
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	Foundations for learning and life
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	Preparation for work


Case Study 1

Domain A
	3.2 Horticulture


In 2006 a partnership arrangement between Bridgend College and Bryntirion Comprehensive School was established for key stage 4 students.  One of the pathways on offer is Horticulture.
Being able to access such a pathway has been a means of ensuring that Lliam has benefited from this wider choice offered by the school.

LLIAM’S STORY
The lesson has been underway for ten minutes and having made her introduction the teacher walks among the students handing out sheets of paper.  Lliam picks up the sheet that has settled on his desk and scans the words that face him. 

Lliam is in year 11. He hasn’t really settled into his GSCE’s and in most subjects he is predicted to gain grades of F and G when he finishes year 11.  He is a little uncomfortable in the classroom and if he’s honest it’s not really where he wants to be. There is, however, a time during the school week when Lliam feels very much at home.

A few years ago the school identified the need amongst their students for a new approach to learning. Lliam is one of the students that is benefiting from this new initiative and one day a week he leaves school at 9.00am by bus as part of a group accompanied by their Learning Coach. They are heading for a work based course run by Bridgend College that gets them out of the classroom and onto the land. Having successfully achieved the Entry level 3 Agriculture course in year 10 Lliam is now working towards the First Certificate in Countryside Skills and Conservation, a level 2 course which is the equivalent of two GCSE’s grades A – C.
He really enjoyed the Agriculture course in year 10. Every Tuesday morning he worked on a local farm where he helped with the animals learning so many new things. He helped with lambing, vaccinating, clipping and banding sheep’s’ tails, as well as looking after the pigs. He loved the experience and looked forward to every Tuesday. The mornings were spent on the farm and then in the afternoon it was back to school to work on his portfolio of evidence outlining what he had achieved during the morning session.  His Learning Coach would always support him in this activity helping him to organise the information he had in the most effective way.
Lliam’s father works on a farm and every weekend Lliam is there with him gaining valuable experience, adding to the knowledge and skills he is picking up each week from the course he has been able to follow through his school.

He’s now coming to the end of his second year. He did so well in the Entry Level course in year 10 that he has missed out Level 1 and jumped straight to a Level 2 course in Countryside Skills and Conservation.  During this past year he has worked with a range of different equipment and learned new skills such as laying a hedge.  He has enjoyed the course so much that when this year is over he hopes to have gained the equivalent of two GCSE’s A -C and be able to stay on in the College to take things further.

The bell rings signalling the end of the lesson and Lliam closes his book as around him all begin to pack up and leave for lunch. He pushes the book into his bag and then throwing the bag over his shoulder Lliam follows the others. He passes the teacher at her desk but is stopped by a question as she asks him about his course at the college.  He is eager to leave the classroom but forgets his rush as he begins to tell her about the best way to fish and what types of fish can be found in the local area. His teacher listens with interest and as he speaks she catches a glimpse of a boy she doesn’t often see in school. She’s taught him for two years and knows he struggles a little in the classroom but she always enjoys talking to him about farming and the countryside because when she does she sees him somewhere else, somewhere where he is confident and comfortable, somewhere where he’s at home.    

Case Study 2.

Domain A.

	4.3 Transportation operations and maintenance.


A national Key stage 4 pilot arrangement between Ynysawdre Comprehensive School, Bridgend College and the Automotive Skills, Sector Skills Council was established, via the 14 – 19 Network, in September 2007.  In September 2008 this work-focused learning pathway was extended to include learners from Ogmore Comprehensive.

John (year 11) opted for this pathway that took him out of the school one day a week to study at Bridgend College in September 2007.

JOHN’S STORY
John pulls off his thin rubber gloves and tosses them into the waste. They are stained black with engine oil and once used they are fit only for the bin. Moving to the sink in the corner he fills the palm of one hand with liquid soap and then flipping the hot tap on with the other he rubs his hands together under the water. It’s the end of a busy day at Police Head Quarters and John has just closed the bonnet on his fifth patrol car of the day. It’s time to go home.

John is a year 11 student on work experience coming to the end of a two year, level 2 course in Automotive Skills. With a trained police mechanic watching over him John has spent the last three weeks doing basic maintenance on a range of police vehicles and he has learned a great deal.

This is a level 2 course equivalent to 5 GCSE’s and is a new national pilot run in partnership with the School, Bridgend College and the Sector Skills Council. It is accredited by City and Guilds and John is released one day a week from his school timetable to follow the programme in Bridgend College. A Learning Coach from the school takes John and seven other boys to the College in a mini bus every Friday at 9.15a.m where they stay until around 4.30pm. He wears a blue polo shirt, bearing logos that show where and what he’s studying and he spends the day divided between classroom and workshop.

He was introduced to Automotive Skills in a school parents’ evening presentation and felt then it would be a valuable course to follow. He has found it less diagnostic and computer based than he expected and more hands on but still feels he is learning new and transferable skills. There isn’t a lot of written homework with the emphasis on students building up their own portfolio of evidence. John speaks of the two engineering lecturers leading the course at the College as ‘brilliant’ and they give him the teaching and support he needs.
John is developing into an excellent mechanic and that could be the path he takes but it’s possible that his career will be elsewhere for John would like to be a doctor. 

Every Friday he’s in college but for the rest of the week he is in school studying for his GCSE’s. As well as the core subjects he has taken DIDA Information Communication Technology, Graphics, Design Technology and Music. Adding all this to rugby and his involvement in a local brass band he is working hard to fit everything into a busy schedule.

Getting everything done can be a problem and John’s parents were concerned that taking on Automotive Skills would be too much for him but the school has timetabled catch up lessons to help John cope and he is confident he can keep on top of it all with the support of the Learning Coach who is funded by the 14 – 19 Network.
It’s the end of a busy work experience placement and John dreams of the future.

He peels off his thin rubber gloves and tosses then into the waste. They are stained red with blood and once used they’re fit only for the bin. Moving to the sink in the corner he fills the palm of one hand with liquid soap and then flipping the hot tap on with the other he rubs them together under the water. It’s the end of a busy day in the hospital and John has just closed up his fifth patient that day. It’s time to go home.
Case Study 3.

Domain A.

	4.3 Transportation operations and maintenance.


A national Key stage 4 pilot arrangement between Ynysawdre Comprehensive School, Bridgend College and the Automotive Skills, Sector Skills Council was established in September 2007.  In September 2008 this work-focused learning pathway was extended to include learners from Ogmore Comprehensive.

Steff (year 10) opted for this pathway that took her out of the school one day a week to study at Bridgend College in September 2008.

STEFF’S STORY
Steff reaches under the car seat with a screw driver and loosens the screws holding it in place. After lifting it out of the car she takes the carpet with both hands and pulls it up. Next the door panels have to be removed. 

Steff is on work experience with a local car dealer as part of a City and Guilds level 2 Course in Automotive Skills. She drops the carpet onto the workshop floor and turns her attention to the doors. It isn’t easy work but she is determined to succeed and determination is what she’s needed from the moment she applied to follow this pathway.

This is a national pilot, trialling work focused learning and when Steff applied to be part of the programme it had already been running for a year. She had heard good reports about the course from boys in year 11 who were now in their second year of study and was interested in applying.  Even though she was aware that up till then the intake had been made up of boys alone she was not put off.

After going through the interview process she was the only girl from her school that was selected along with five boys. This group then combined with four students from a neighbouring school which increased the numbers to ten, two girls and eight boys.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

One day every week with the rest of the group she is taken to Bridgend College where the course is based. Settling into college life for this day has been difficult but she is applying herself to the work in the classroom and the workshop and is enjoying the challenge.  

Even though the course is the equivalent of five GCSE’s her studies don’t end there. She has a full programme of GCSE’s back in school on which she has to focus for the other four days of the week. There are catch up lessons for the school time she misses whilst in college and on work experience and although her parents have been concerned that Steff is taking on too much she is still determined to get it all done.

Steff really enjoys working with cars but her ultimate goal is to become a police officer. She is certain that this course is helping equip her with skills and experience that will be really useful as she works towards a career dealing with problems in the community and keeping people safe. The pathway she has chosen to follow to help get her where she wants to be is not an easy one. It needs all her determination to pursue effectively but she is convinced that for her own personal development and future career goals it is the right one.  

A fault has been found on a new range of cars and they are being recalled for attention. Steff takes off the door panel of one of the cars and as she does she is happy to know that she is part of putting a problem right and keeping drivers safe on the roads. 

Case Study 4

Domain C
	1.4 Public Services.


The BTEC National Diploma in Public Services and the additional Level 3 Welsh Baccalaureate is a post 16 full time pathway delivered at Bridgend College.

Claire is an example of a girl who overcame a number of challenges during her course but would now say that she has a clear pathway for the future.

CLAIRE’S STORY

Claire walks onto the pavement outside the College to the sound of traffic, busy behind her. It’s another hectic morning and cars are turning off the main road in through the gates and searching for a space in the car park. Students are arriving for their first lecture and make their way to their different departments where their tutors and lecturers are preparing themselves to begin another College day.

Among the students Claire pushes a pram, a bag slung over her shoulder, she is headed for the crèche. Her day started a little earlier than most of those who mill around her and it may well go on longer, for, although Claire, like the others is a student she is also a mother. 

She gave birth to a beautiful daughter at sixteen and has seen her role as a parent as her priority ever since. Even so, added to this responsibility she is also managing to pursue a National Diploma in Uniformed Public Services and a level 3 Welsh Baccalaureate. Given that this qualification is the equivalent of four A levels it does involve a considerable amount of effort to succeed but with determination and hard work Claire has kept up well. 

She has occasionally missed lectures when her daughter has been ill but with her family’s help she has never fallen behind and during the two years she has covered a range of modules. These have included subjects such as Law and Psychology as well as some more practical modules where students test their stamina and overcome phobias and fears.     

Claire has also been an active and enthusiastic member of the group, taking part in many extra curricular activities. She has worked in a local primary school, raised money for plants for a local residential home, undertaken voluntary work with The National Trust as well as organising a tea party and a question session with a well known politician. She was also able to go on a visit to Barcelona and she found the visit beneficial for her experience and development even if being away from her daughter for five days was hard.

Claire’s priority will not change as she moves on from college to university where she hopes to read law. She is still a mother and her daughter’s care is still top of her list and with the same attitude that took her through college she is sure to find success. 

Claire walks onto the platform to the sound of applause from the crowd behind her. Two years of hard study at College have been completed and she has achieved a triple distinction in the qualification she has gained. Not only that for as her family look on with pride and emotion she receives her award as Student of the Year, an example to all of what determination and hard work can achieve. 

Case Study 5

Domain C
	1.5 Child development and well being 


NVQ 2 Children’s Care, Learning and Development is an established pathway delivered at Heronsbridge Special School.  In September 2005 Bryntirion Comprehensive School established a partnership arrangement with Heronsbridge Special School.  Level 2 Welsh Baccalaureate students interested in pursuing a Children’s Care pathway are taught at Heronsbridge and access valuable work experience in the school whilst working towards accreditation.
Rachel’s story reflects the effect this pathway has had on her attitude towards her future.

RACHEL’S STORY

‘‘I couldn’t care less about school. It’s just a waste of my time. The only bit I like is winding up the teachers. That’s a real laugh but the rest is just rubbish. What do I want to know about History for? Or French, or Welsh, or Religion or anything they teach here? They tell me I’ll never get a job if I don’t work but I just don’t care. There’s nothing out there for me anyway - nothing in here and nothing out there.’

That may well have been something that Rachel could have said when she was a student in her local comprehensive school. That was certainly the way she felt then but now she feels very different. She finished year 11 in school with E’s and F’s in her GCSE’s and wishes she could go back and have that time again knowing she could have done better. Why the change of heart? 

The only subject Rachel enjoyed in school had been Child Development. She’d had a friend with a disabled child and a relative with additional learning needs so she appreciated the relevance of this subject over the rest. It was during one of these lessons that a teacher pointed her to a new course that was beginning in a local special school which included working with children with additional needs. She would have a learning coach to support her and there would be two days in school where she could work towards the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification at Intermediate Level.
Interested in this new pathway Rachel went along to an interview and was accepted on the two year NVQ Level 2 course in Children’s Care, Learning and Development. She re-sat her Maths and English GCSE’s and gained a D grade in both and during the first year attended courses including Mobility, Epilepsy, Child Protection, Manual Handling and Fire Safety.

Upon completing the first year Rachel applied for a post at the special school as a Lunch Time Supervisor. Her application was successful and gave her the opportunity to spend more time with the learners as a paid member of staff. By the end of her second year she was encouraged to apply for another role as a Supervisory Support Assistant. Her monthly salary has doubled, she has had access to more training courses and she has been part of some out of school activities all adding to her experience and development.

In addition to this she has been appointed as a Play Scheme Worker during the school holidays so she can now work with children of all abilities all year round.

Rachel is now 18 years old and has come a long way over the last two years. So what does the Rachel of today think about it all? What type of thing would she say now to describe how she feels? Well, let her speak for herself.

‘This is where I want to be forever. I want to move up the ladder. I want to have a part in the lives of these children and make a difference to them. I can’t thank the school enough for their encouragement and support. I now get up in the morning looking forward to going to work and say WOW! I’m so lucky. So many of my friends have nothing and have no aspirations. I now live an independent life, pay rent and am saving each month. Life couldn’t be better.’

Case Study 6
Domain C
	 7.4   Hospitality and catering


NVQ level 1 and 2 Hospitality is offered as a pathway at Heronsbridge Special School to their own post 16 students and students from main stream schools within the borough who are interested in pursuing a Hospitality and Catering pathway.

Adam’s case study reflects the impact this a pathway has had on his life.

ADAM’S STORY
Adam casts his line into the river and watches the small splash send out ripples in every direction on the water. There’s a nip of cold in the air but he is happy. It’s his day off and standing on the grassy bank he follows the feathered fly hiding the hook as it drifts down stream with the current. He is alone with his thoughts and as he thinks he reflects on how things could have been so different.

Adam is seventeen years old and he has had to grow up quickly. The eldest in a large family he has had to cope with responsibility from an early age.    

At primary school he was identified as dyslexic and when he made the move to secondary he seemed to get lost in the system. His education quickly fell away as he became disruptive and disaffected. He eventually refused to go to school at all and reluctantly received just one hour of home tuition a day.

The family then moved to Bridgend and although Adam was still only receiving tuition for an hour a day he now went by taxi to a local special school to get it. He got on well with his tutor there and felt that he learned more with him than he had ever done before and gained an Entry Level 2 in English and Maths.

Building on this, Adam’s Social Worker introduced him to a number of different options that could be available for him post 16 in Bridgend. As a result he visited Heronsbridge Special School and was touched to see the way they worked with children and young people struggling with physical disabilities and learning difficulties. He loved the school and knew immediately that that was where he wanted to be. He was accepted and began in September 2008.
At first he was quite tense and a few incidents gave cause for concern but as he got on with his new course he settled down. He is now working towards NVQ Level 1 in Hospitality and Catering. This course takes up three days of his week whilst another is taken by a course in Life Skills with Tuesday being a day off which he often uses to follow his hobby of fishing.

He is a different boy. He no longer lives with his family but is in a hostel in Porthcawl from where he makes his own way by bus into school. His attendance and behaviour are excellent. He talks with confidence and always tries to support other students whose needs are greater than his. 

 Now he has a future and is looking forward to returning next year to do the NVQ Level2 course.
‘Without this place my life would be wasted. I now have a definite dream that I would consider and that’s becoming a chef one day.’ 

Standing on the riverbank Adam feels a surge of excitement as his thoughts are pulled back to the water, the tug on the line caught in the mouth of a fish. Then all of a sudden in the splash of his catch he sees himself. For years he swam without aim against the current but now he’s been hooked. He knows he’s in the right place, on the right course and on the right pathway to a good future.

Case Study 7
Domain C
	13.2 Direct Teaching Support


CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Child Care and Education was first introduced at Cynffig Comprehensive School in September 2006.  This work based award prepares learners to work in a supervised capacity with children and their families in a variety of settings and environments within the sector of Children's Services.

Jordan from Cynffig Comprehensive School shares her enthusiasm for this new pathway.

JORDAN’S STORY
It’s just before nine o’clock as Jordan joins the children and staff in a big circle on the classroom floor. She has been welcoming the young boys and girls as they have arrived and now that everyone is there they sit and sing to begin the day as they always do.  Jordan twists herself into a small space between two little ones who smile as they sing, very pleased that she has chosen to sit next to them.

Jordan is on placement in the nursery department of a primary school near her home. She is here every Monday and Thursday as part of the CACHE level 2 Course offered at Cynffig Comprehensive School where she returns for the other three days of the week to build up her portfolio of evidence for the award.
This is a one year course and Jordan must complete six assignments as well as undertake 65 days work experience in two different settings. This will lead her to a qualification equivalent to 5 GCSE’s if she is successful. It’s hard work but Jordan is really enjoying it and feels she is where she wants to be.

Jordan had been looking after a four year old boy every Sunday while his mother worked and she had really enjoyed the challenge. She was paid for doing the babysitting and though this was good the experience meant more to her because it helped her to realise that she really wanted to work with children.

She had been quite a challenging student in Key Stage 3 but in Key Stage 4 she tried harder and achieved seven C grades as well as achieving a level 1 in another two subjects.  She has decided to re-sit English and hopes that at the end of her study she will be able to progress to Bridgend College to follow the same CACHE course but this time at level 3.     

It’s almost three o’clock at the nursery and they are tidying up. It has been a busy day and although there are five members of staff in the classroom, managing 45 three and four year olds can be very tiring. Jordan takes a weary child by the hand and walks her to where everyone is returning to a circle just as they had done that morning.

Parents are arriving outside and chat to each other as they wait. It’s time to go home and soon the classroom is empty of children and although Jordan is tired she has really enjoyed her day. When she is in the nursery she is made to feel like a member of staff and hopes that one day, if all goes to plan, that’s just what she’ll be.

Case Study 8
Domain C

	13.2 Direct Teaching Support


CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Child Care and Education was first introduced at Cynffig Comprehensive School in September 2006.  This work based award prepares learners to work in a supervised capacity with children and their families in a variety of settings and environments within the sector of Children's Services.

Leah from Cynffig Comprehensive School describes how this new pathway confirmed her future career.

LEAH’S STORY

Walking to the park with her cousin, Leah pushes the pram. Her cousin’s baby son sleeps tucked up, warm under his blanket, happy to be pushed.  It is a common enough scene and on first glance doesn’t reveal anything unusual. However, for Leah it has been life changing.

Leah had no thought of looking for a career working with children and was simply happy being a teenager not really thinking too much about what she wanted to do in the future. Then her cousin gave birth to a baby boy and her friend from school gave birth to a baby girl. Suddenly she was surrounded by babies!

Initially she was very nervous helping with the new arrivals but in the months that followed she has grown in confidence and discovered a real love for children and a genuine interest in their development and care. 

Leah did very well in her GSCE’s gaining eleven Level 2 qualifications with B’s and C’s as well as two Level 1 qualifications with D’s. The obvious pathway for her to follow, building on her success in year 11 seemed to be the pursuit of A Level courses and she was encouraged to proceed in this way.

However, Leah, now knowing what kind of work she wanted to do in the future, had other ideas. She still intended to go on to study at A level but before embarking on such a course she wanted to do something involving childcare that was more practical. 

With this in mind when Leah moved into year 12 she chose to follow a CACHE Level 2 course for a year. This has taken her into a local primary school for two days of the week where she works with young children. The teacher she works with has taken her under her wing and Leah has really loved the experience. 

She goes back to Cynffig Comprehensive School for the other three days of the week where she works on her portfolio, gathering and organising evidence of her work at the primary school. The balance between the days she spends in the two schools has been just right for her and she has really enjoyed combining the different activities and experiences. 

Soon she will complete the CACHE course and then plans to move on to A Level Health and Social Care, taking her further down the pathway, nearer to where she wants to be.      

Leah and her cousin sit together on a park bench and Leah’s cousin gently rocks the pram to keep the sleeping child happy. They are joined by Leah’s friend who pushes her own pram filled with a lively daughter. Leah rises to her feet and walks to meet her friend. Her baby is wide awake and without hesitation Leah reaches into the pram and lifts her out, holds her close to her chest and walks back to her cousin as her friend pushes an empty pram beside her.

It looks a normal enough scene, a group of young women meeting in a park with prams and babies. However, for the one young woman among them who may not as yet have her own pram and baby for some years to come, this normal enough scene has been her career inspiration.
Case Study 9

Domain D
	9.1 Performing Arts


NCFE Level 1 Foundation / Intermediate in Performing Arts, Dance is offered as an additional pathway in Bryntirion Comprehensive School. A Dance lecturer from Bridgend College travels to the school one morning a week to deliver this pathway.

Two boys, one from year 10 and the other from year 11 have opted for this pathway and both would agree that this option has been just right for them.

JOSH YEAR 11 STORY 

It’s another Thursday at school and Josh is preparing for his morning lessons. He has already changed and has begun his warm up. He lifts and stretches out his leg until his heel anchors itself on a wall bar. He straightens the leg and bending the top half of his body he reaches out his arms. Then with pointing fingers he runs both hands down to his ankle resting his forehead on his knee. All his muscles have to be warmed for the session ahead and this is just one exercise he uses to make sure he’s ready.

What lesson is Josh about to begin? This picture is a relatively familiar one in most schools describing the more serious student getting ready for Physical Education or Games. However, on Thursday mornings Josh doesn’t have P.E. or Games for in his school diary for this part of the week his timetable sends him to Dance.

Josh has been interested in drama since the age of seven. He became a member of the Porthcawl Amateur Operatic Drama Society whilst in junior school and now attends The Bridgend Youth Theatre. He has been part of a number of productions and after completing his Drama GCSE along with ten other subjects he hopes to pursue the subject at AS Level with French, Art and Psychology. 

When he made his choices for year 10 he wasn’t initially very interested in the NCFE Level 1 Foundation in Performing Arts Dance (equivalent to one GCSE), even though it progressed to Intermediate Level in year 11. It was the first dance group to be set up in the school and he was the only boy making enquiries about the course. However, he chose it as an extra course in addition to all of his other GCSE’s after a discussion with his careers adviser. He suggested that it might be good for him to do this course with his drama, especially as he intended to go on to study Drama at A level and then possibly at university.

So Dance became part of Josh’s week and he has loved it. He feels he has learned so much about it and as he nears the end of the programme he is glad that he listened to the advice he was given by his teacher.

Josh has finished his warm up and stands ready with the other students waiting for the session to begin. Today they are continuing their work on Hip-Hop and he is eager to start. One day he hopes to use drama to work with others. He doesn’t want to teach but is keen to use Drama as a therapy to improve the well being of others, helping people express themselves, improving confidence and self esteem. 

The music plays and Josh throws himself into movements that he and the others had learned the week before happy in the knowledge that this pathway is really helping to lead him to where he wants to be.     

Case Study 10

Domain D

	9.1 Performing Arts


NCFE Level 1 Foundation / Intermediate in Performing Arts, Dance is offered as an additional pathway in Bryntirion Comprehensive School. A Dance lecturer from Bridgend College travels to the school one morning a week to deliver this pathway.

Two boys, one from year 10 and the other from year 11 have opted for this pathway and both would agree that this option has been just right for them.

JOSH YEAR 10 STORY 

Where do you see yourself in five years time? That is a question that Josh has little problem in answering even though he is still only in year 10.

He has always liked to dance. When he was younger he used to make up his own dance routines and loved to perform them but it was really only a hobby and something he did on his own.

He never told anyone about his desire to dance during the first two years of secondary school. Perhaps this was because he felt that others might think that dance was not a usual route for teenage boys to follow. However, in year 9 he joined an after school group run by 5x60 and then, when he came to make his choice of courses to follow in year 10 he was thrilled to see that Dance was an option he could pursue. Regardless of what anyone might think Josh chose it without any hesitation. He is the only boy on the course but since he started in year 10 his dancing has gone from strength to strength. 

He is now dancing almost everyday of the week. On Monday, Wednesday and Friday he dances with the 5 x 60 group. The 5 x 60 Officer has hired a dance teacher who is busy preparing the group for an inter schools competition and they are working hard in preparation for it. On Thursday after school he attends DEKS at Bridgend College and then on Tuesday he focuses on the dance course at school. 
He has no trouble getting out of bed on Tuesday, excited at the prospect of going to school to pursue his passion. Josh tends to rest on the weekend but that doesn’t mean he’s inactive for he is busy searching the internet researching different dance styles and looking for new moves. 

Dance has given him a new confidence and helped him to express himself through a medium that he loves and its being part of his timetabled school week makes his learning relevant to what he wants to be and do in the future.

Imagine some years from now a theatre full of noisy fans jumping to the music of their favourite singer. On stage a group of dancers step around her as she sends out her song. They move in carefully arranged and rehearsed patterns adding drama to the show that everyone’s come to see.

Could it be possible in this scene from the future that the mind behind the dance belongs to a young man called Josh? 

Where do you see yourself in five years time? That is a question that Josh has little problem in answering even though he is still in year 10.  

His answer is definite and specific. He sees himself in dance school, training as a choreographer and why not? He’s certainly seems to be following the right path in his attempt to get there.  

Case 11

Domain D

	9.3 Media and Communication


Studio 34 opened its doors in September 2007. The Studio offers post 16 students from all the Borough’s schools with a range of different academic and personal backgrounds a Level One Media skills programme of study. The programme combines both formal and non formal learning opportunities.

Mathew’s story reflects the impact Studio 34 has had on his life and how it helped turn him around from a potential NEET to a real student with a clear focus on the future.

MATHEW’S STORY

It’s August 2007 and Mathew walks through the gates of his secondary school for the last time. In his hand he holds an envelope containing his GCSE results. He has been five years in the school and is leaving with three Level 2 and four Level 1 qualifications. Mathew has little idea of what to do next and faces the future with uncertainty. As he leaves the school gates behind him it’s as if he’s on a pathway to nowhere. 

According to his parents Mathew was disillusioned with education. He had found nothing to engage his interest at school and had very little motivation. As a result his confidence in his own ability was extremely low and he was spending an increasing amount of time alone.

Although Mathew’s parents had taken him to see a Career Adviser more than once he found it very difficult to make any real plans for his future. He simply didn’t know what he wanted to do. His parents became very concerned that Mathew might just turn his back on employment, education and training and opt out completely.

Then in September 2007 a few days before the start of the college year a friend of the family told Mathew’s parents of the opening of a new Skill Centre specifically targeting young people who needed a second chance to move forward.

They immediately contacted Bridgend College who were delivering this course in partnership with the Borough’s Children’s Directorate and explained Mathew’s situation. An interview was then arranged for the following day and to their amazement Mathew, having been offered a place, agreed to join the centre working towards a Level 1 qualification in The Interactive Use of Media.

The words of Mathew’s Learning Coach used to evaluate his progress six months later show what effect this opportunity has had on Mathew’s outlook and personality.    

‘Although Mathew continues to be a very quiet member of the class, he has developed good friendships with his peers and socialises with them outside the college on MSN and when they go to the cinema as a large group. 

His personality really shines in front of the camera, he seems a different boy. I was so proud to hear him ask questions and offer answers in a recent Thursday activity. His confidence has obviously grown since he started at the Skill Centre. Mathew can work independently and accepts and acts upon the advice given to him.’ 

His parents continue to be astounded at the change in their son in the few months since he began at the Centre. He’s no longer a loner and his whole approach to work and learning has been transformed beyond recognition. Over the last six months Mathew has been working on a new course. He completed the Level 1 qualification he began in 2007 and has now progressed onto the BTEC First Diploma in Construction.

It’s March 2009 and what does the future hold for Mathew now?  Well, if the last 18 months are anything to go by he will continue on the pathway that he began in September 2007. A pathway that seems to be leading him onwards to a future he thought he would never see.   

Case Study 12

Domain D
	9.3 Media and Communication


Studio 34 opened its doors in September 2007. The Studio offers students from all the Borough’s schools with a range of different academic and personal backgrounds a Level one Media skills programme of study. The programme combines both formal and non formal learning opportunities.

Jodie is one of the girls in Studio 34 who now has a clear direction for the future. 

JODIE’S STORY
Jodie sits in her room, looking out of the window. It’s a sight she knows well and has scanned a thousand times. It holds little interest for her today, in fact she hardly notices what lies beyond the glass for as she stares with a vacant gaze her mind drifts elsewhere. What is she going to do with the rest of her life? Her confidence is very low and how ever much she thinks of that question the answer always seems beyond her reach. She stands back, still looking at the scene held in a white window frame in front of her.  Perhaps the answer’s out there somewhere waiting to be found?  She only knows if it is she hasn’t found it yet. 

Having finished her time in year 11 with three GCSE’s Jodie decided to go into year 12 to take the CACHE course which was being offered at her school. She hadn’t been on this course long when she realised that it wasn’t the course for her and left school not knowing what to do next.

The weeks went by and apart from a few very short training courses with which she didn’t really connect Jodie mainly stayed at home and became more and more withdrawn. She simply didn’t know what direction to take.
Then a friend told Jodie about Studio 34. She thought it sounded really good and wondered if it could give her the direction she was looking for. Jodie contacted Studio 34 and was then interviewed at home by a Learning Coach. She assessed whether Jodie was a suitable candidate who would benefit from being part of the Skill Centre and as a result Jodie was asked if she would like to start at the Centre the following September. 

A number of months have now gone by since she begun and each week day she continues to catch a taxi with her friend to get to Studio 34 by 9.30am. She is really enjoying the things she is learning and has discovered a flair for Graphics. She hopes to build on her learning next year by moving to Bridgend College to pursue an IT course and then progress either to Graphics or Photography. Being at Studio 34 has given her new direction for the future and her confidence is improving. She is really grateful to have the opportunity to pursue a pathway that meets her needs so well, not just in terms of formal learning but non-formal experiences too.
When Jodie sits in her room now, looking out of the window, she still sees a sight she knows well and has scanned a thousand times before but often now when she gazes out she does so with a new interest. The white plastic around the glass frames the scene before her and within the scene Jodie is looking for other smaller scenes within the bigger picture that she can capture on film to make her own.

Jodie knows she doesn’t have all the answers to her future but with the help of Studio 34 she knows she is now moving on into her future with a clearer picture of what she wants to do. 

Case Study 13

Domain D
	9.3 Media and Communication


AS/A2 Film Studies is offered at Bridgend College via twilight sessions two evenings a week. It is part of an ever increasing range of options known as Option T provided through a cross County partnership which involves all secondary schools and Bridgend College. All secondary schools within the borough and Ysgol Gyfun Llanhari are able to access this AS/A2 provision. Currently four pathways are offered. These are Film Studies, Law, Psychology and Sociology. The collaboration between the schools and Bridgend College started in 2002 and since then 1,126 students have achieved accreditation in the various pathways.

Ashley is a year 12 student at Ysgol Gyfun Llanhari who has opted for AS/A2 Film Studies. 

ASHLEY’S STORY
Ashley stands closely behind the camera man as he walks slowly in towards the set seeking to get the best angle for his shot. A number of others with similar equipment move around the set, their position determined by a voice in their ear, a voice that comes from a member of the programme’s production team upstairs.

Ashley listens to the directions on the headset he has been given fascinated at the way this TV programme is being put together. He stands off set looking on at the crew as they work producing a show that will be watched in thousands of homes around the country. 

Ashley is on a weeks work experience at the BBC. He has ambitions to one day become a TV producer and this opportunity in the studios is allowing him to take a step closer to the fulfilment of his dream but that is not the only step he has taken.

Ashley did really well in his GCSE’s gaining 2 A stars, 5 A’s, 5 B’s and 1 C and when it came to choosing options to follow into year 12 he knew exactly what to do. Until recently anyone wanting to go into television like Ashley would take up options such as Media Studies, Drama and English which is what he did. However, for students in the Bridgend area who have the same career aspirations as Ashley there is now one subject on the option list that stands out. 

Four evenings a week at the College extra AS and A Level options are offered which students attending secondary schools in the County can add to the subjects they have chosen to pursue in year 12 and 13. This helps broaden the option choice for post 16 learners, extending hours of study beyond the normal school day. Also, for students like Ashley, it gives access to a desirable option that would otherwise be unavailable. For this reason Ashley was drawn to the twilight session at Bridgend College offering Film Studies.

Now he arrives at College two evenings a week at around 4.00pm to study Film with other students from the Borough with transport being provided via the Local Education Authority.  It can be tiring but he enjoys meeting up with students from some of the other secondary schools and looking at how films are made. He really feels that he is doing something directly relevant to his future career. 

He has had an interest in the film industry for a long time and has already helped to produce a DVD at school with the Media Studies Department. His options combine to provide an excellent pathway, helping him to move effectively towards his goals.

There is a break in the filming and the camera man who Ashley is shadowing for the day turns from the set to beckon him. Ashley responds and stands behind the camera as his mentor explains what he has just been doing and where it will all fit in the final programme. Ashley looks through the view finder and knows he is catching a glimpse of his future. 
Case study 14

Domain E
	11 Social Sciences.


AS/A2 Psychology is offered at Bridgend College via twilight sessions two evenings a week. It is part of an ever increasing range of options known as Option T and is provided through a cross County partnership which involves all secondary schools and Bridgend College. All secondary schools within the borough are able to access this AS/A2 provision. Currently four pathways are offered. These are Film Studies, Law, Psychology and Sociology. The collaboration between the schools and Bridgend College started in 2002 and since then 1,126 students have achieved accreditation in the various pathways.

Kirsty is a year 12 student who has opted for AS/A2 Psychology.

KIRSTY’S STORY.

Kirsty flops back onto the sofa. It’s almost 7.00pm and she’s just arrived home at the end of her day and it’s been a long one.  She rests her head back against a cushion having lost much of the energy with which she had started earlier that morning. 

Kirsty left home at around 8.30am and got into school in time for registration. She had a free lesson to start the day but that was taken up with research for an English project. The rest of the day was filled with Media Studies and IT until the final bell sounded at around 3.30pm. For most of the students in her year that was the end of the school day but not for her.

Kirsty attends a local Comprehensive School.  She did really well in her GCSE’s with eight A’s and two B’s. She then went into year 12 having chosen English, Media Studies, IT and Psychology at AS Level. This sounds a normal enough combination but there is something about that fourth option that makes her week a little different to that of her friends. Every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon at 3.30pm Kirsty gets on a bus outside her school but rather than taking her home it is headed for Bridgend College. 

In year 11 when Kirsty had to decide what she wanted to do at AS Level there was plenty to choose from. There were quite a few combinations of subjects she could have taken that were delivered by the school but her eye was drawn to an added column on her option sheet. 

This was a column headed ‘Twilight Option (2 evenings – Option T)’ and included four further options which were Film Studies, Law, Psychology and Sociology. These subjects were offered at Bridgend College some seven or eight miles away. Added to this, ‘twilight’ meant that the lessons would be held between 4.00pm and 6.30pm twice a week. She had some concerns about the extra commitment that choosing this option would bring but her interest in Psychology settled the decision.

So now, twice a week, she takes the bus with the other students from her school who have also opted for twilight sessions at the College and she studies until 6.30pm. 

There have been times when she has found it a little difficult, especially during the short winter days, but she feels that this option has greatly helped to widen her knowledge and experience in a number of different ways.

She has been able to study a subject that would have been unavailable to her in her own school and she has made a number of new friends from schools from all over the County that otherwise she might never have met.  She has also gained the experience of studying in a new place under new staff as well as gaining a better understanding of what future path she would like to follow. During her time at College she has developed her interest in the subject further and has plans to take Psychology further by studying it at university as well as, perhaps, one day pursuing a related career.  

Kirsty flops back onto the sofa. It’s almost 7.00pm and she’s just arrived home at the end of her day and it’s been a long one. She rests her head back against a cushion, taking a break from the busyness of the day. Still, although she is tired, she is happy in the knowledge that through her time at college she has gained so much. 
New friends and experiences have made her twilight choice more than worth while and she is confident that it is providing a pathway by which she can realise the future she is hoping for.
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